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Franklin County Highlights

At its formation in 1814, Franklin County was only the fourth
county in Alabama to be established, making it one of the
oldest counties in the state. In a tribute to the United States’
proud and still young heritage, the county was named after
Benjamin Franklin.

Franklin County is a land with a rich Native American
history. Cherokees, Chickasaws and Creeks have all called
the county home, and the rich natural resources they enjoyed
are still available today. Nestled among the small towns and
communities is a plethora of beautiful and unique natural
areas.

The largest and most visited natural area in the county is
Bear Creek, well-known as a recreational destination. With
four lakes and some of the cleanest waters in Alabama, Bear
Creek offers fishing, boating, swimming and camping. The
onsite Education Center offers everything from rappelling to
spelunking and bird watching. You can even test your skills
and build your confidence in a group session on the Center’s
ropes course.

Another fascinating place in Franklin County- indeed a
“National Natural Landmark” as designated by the National
Park Service - is Dismals Canyon. “The Dismals,” as they are
known locally, hold one of the world’s unique natural
treasures, while also giving clues to past cultures from the
Stone Age to Native American tribes. Dismals Canyon has
been highlighted by such respected agencies as National
Geographic and the Discovery Channel, primarily as it is home
to the rare “Dismalites.” These tiny bioluminescent creatures
exist in three known places in the world - New Zealand,
Australia and Franklin County, Alabama.

The towns in Franklin County are not to be missed either. As
the County seat, Russellville is picturesque with historic
architecture. If you're interested in genealogy, don’t miss the
excellent Franklin County Archives. It is fully staffed with a
wealth of information. To the west, Red Bay acts as a gateway
from Mississippi, and a showpiece for history in small-town
Alabama. The Red Bay Museum hosts memorabilia from
several Alabama music legends, as well as a glimpse of life in a
bustling Southern town in the 1800s. Red Bay is also home to
Tiffin Motorhomes, a family-owned business that makes the
elite luxury recreational vehicle - the Allegra. You can see the
Allegra on interstates all over the United States, and it's made
right here in Franklin County! Even in the crossroads town of
Belgreen, there are haunted tales to pique your interest in
small town lore.

Want to know more about Franklin County? This map will
give you a taste of all it has to offer.

Plan your “Slow Road” trip today!
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The Slow Road guide to
Franklin County,
Alabama

Tucked into the Northwest Frankiin A
corner of Alabamais a county
treasure of

recreation and charm in

Franklin County, AL.

Peel off the interstate

and discover Mobile
the Slow Roadin a

county packed with

historic sites and

recreational opportunities.

Birmingham

Montgomery

Photo by Ronnie Harris

Rainbow Falls at Dismals Canyon
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How to use this guide

This Slow Road guide to Franklin County offers two alternatives
to your usual high-speed hum-drum. The next chance you get,
slow down and enjoy US Highway 43 as a Slow Road Route
to or from the Quad Cities. It's worth the trip to spend a day
exploring the County’s unique natural beauty, some of which can
be found in only a few places in the world!

You could also use Russellville or Red Bay as home base to make
aloop to these two historic towns, a couple of “Alabama
crossroads” and the lakes and tributaries of Bear Creek
Reservoir. There’s so much to see and do, you might consider
spending the night before you loop back toward home!

This guide is your invitation to discover all that Franklin County,
Alabama has to offer. Whether you intend to use Highway 43 as a
Slow Road or you make a loop through its natural beauty, we
know Franklin County will surprise and delight you! To help
plan your adventures, here is some useful contact information:

Russellville - County Seat of Franklin County

Franklin County Chamber of Commerce............. 2563321760
103 N.Jackson Ave ........... www.franklincountychamber.org
Franklin County Archives...........cooviviiineninn.. 256 332 8827
302 LimestoneStreet.........ooiiiiiiiii i
City of Russellville ... 256 332 6060
400 N.JacksON AVE .. ..oviiiiiii i
Red Bay
City Of ReA BAY ....vveeeie et 256 356 4473
114 FifthAveSW ...t www.cityofredbay.org
Red Bay MUSEUM ...ttt e
110 FourthAveSE..................... www.redbaymuseum.org
BayTree Council for the Performing Arts............. 256 356 9829
303 Fourth AveSE ..............c.oo.t www.baytreecouncil.org
Phil Campbell
Dismals Canyon .......oouviiiiii i 205 993 4559
Highway 8 off USHwy 43 .............. www.dismalscanyon.com
Northwest Shoals Community College .............. 2563316200
2080 College Road................ www.nwscc.edu/newsandevents
Hodges
Bear Creek Lakes ........c..covviiiiiiiiiniiine i, 877 367 2232
1111 CountyRoad 8 .................. www.bearcreeklakes.com
Abner Overton Farmstead ................covvennen. 256 332 8440

On site at Bear Creek Environmental Education Center...........

Belgreen

CJ's Gas & Grocery (located at the intersectionof ) ................
Hwy 24 & CoRA 187 ..ot
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belgreen,_Alabama

Local Festivals
www.franklincountychamber.org/liveworkplay/localfestivals.php

County Watermelon Festival in Russellville................ August
Founder's FestinRedBay .............c.covvienen... September
Downtown Hoedown in Phil Campbell ..................... June
Spirit of Hodges Festival inHodges ..................... October
JulyFestinVina ..o July




